




Listening and Attention

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8vjuebHcTc

Click the above link for an informative video
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Good listeners:

Encourage listening skills by being a good listener yourself -

so give your child plenty of opportunity to talk to you

On Same Level:

Get down to your child's level to talk to them and make eye 

contact.

Attention please:

Turn off all distractions such as the TV, tablets and radios 

and put phones on silent – especially during meals, stories, 

bath and bedtime.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8vjuebHcTc
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A unique Child:

This is what we see children 

doing at different ages and 

stages of development

Positive Relationships:

This is what parents themselves 

can do to support their children 

at each age and stage of 

development.
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Enabling Environments:

These are examples of activities 

you can do and resources you 

can use at each age and stage 

of development

Remember:

Children progress at different 

rates and may be higher or 

lower in their stage of 

development in relation to their 

age.

You can look on Tapestry to see 

where you feel your child lies in 

the stages of development and 

use the ideas in this stage
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Books with Props

Share this video with your child.

Make your own props to books you have 

at home

Read stories at bedtime to encourage 

communication between just you and 

your child in a relaxed environment
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Singing with Props

Share this video with your child.

Make your own props to rhymes, such 

as: twinkle twinkle, 5 currant buns, 5 

little ducks, incy wincy spider.

Rhymes help with learning new words 

and noticing rhythm to the spoken word 

and is essential for learning to read.



We do many activities to support 
listening and attention. Maybe you 
can adapt these for use at home.
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• Listening Walks

• Eye Spy colours, numbers, objects

• Circle time talks

• Ring games

• Stories with Props

• Rhymes and singing 

• Listening Lotto games





Understanding:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBmzjPaDc28
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.• Talk to children about what they have been 

doing and help them to think about things 

they have been doing. 

• Give children clear directions, using single 

words if necessary

• When introducing a new activity, use actions 

and gestures

• Showing children a photograph or picture 

helps to reinforce understanding. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBmzjPaDc28
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A unique Child:

This is what we see children 

doing at different ages and 

stages of development

Positive Relationships:

This is what parents themselves 

can do to support their children 

at each age and stage of 

development.
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Enabling Environments:

These are examples of activities 

you can do and resources you 

can use at each age and stage 

of development

Remember:

Children progress at different 

rates and may be higher or 

lower in their stage of 

development in relation to their 

age.

You can look on Tapestry to see 

where you feel your child lies in 

the stages of development and 

use the ideas in this stage
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Playdough Making

Talking about what ingredients do 
we need next?

What will happen when/if?

What did we do?

Is the mixture sticky, soft, dry, 
smooth?
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Visuals

Visuals can be in the form of pictures, symbols 
or photographs 

• Here are a few we use at preschool

• We will send some visuals for you to use at home. 
You can print them, cut them out and make up 
your own routine.

• You can use the blank ones to draw your own 
visuals



We do many activities to support 
children's understanding. Maybe you 
can do these at home.
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• Asking open ended questions such as: what 
will happen? What can you do next? Why?

• Talk about past experiences and activities 
by looking at Tapestry together, reading 
books and asking about what happened in 
the story and looking at photos together

• Activities that encourage children to ask and 
respond to questions, such as growing 
seeds, looking at changes in the weather 
and malleable materials such as playdough 
and gloop.





Speaking:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7b4fMFl-Y7Q
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Good communication is essential for learning. As 

well as being the foundation for reading and 

writing, it’s also vital for children’s social and 

emotional development. Most early years teachers 

agree that, for a child starting school, being able 

to talk about what they think and explain how they 

feel are more important than any academic skills. 

Good communication has a positive impact on 

behaviour too. Children who can’t communicate 

their wishes, feelings and concerns, are more 

likely to display disruptive behaviour

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7b4fMFl-Y7Q
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A unique Child:

This is what we see children 

doing at different ages and 

stages of development

Positive Relationships:

This is what parents themselves 

can do to support their children 

at each age and stage of 

development.
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Enabling Environments:

These are examples of activities 

you can do and resources you 

can use at each age and stage 

of development

Remember:

Children progress at different 

rates and may be higher or 

lower in their stage of 

development in relation to their 

age.

You can look on Tapestry to see 

where you feel your child lies in 

the stages of development and 

use the ideas in this stage



Repetitive Stories and Games >
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Memory game

These are examples of how to support your 
child’s Speaking: 

• Gather a few every day items that your child uses or 
knows

• Put them on a tray or table

• Ask your child to look at the items carefully and 
remember them

• Cover the items with a tea towel or other covering

• Ask your child if they can remember what is under 
the tea towel

• Get them to use as many words as they can to 
describe the items such as colour or size and help 
them in using new words to develop their vocabulary



We do many activities to support children’s 
Speaking. Maybe you can do these at home.
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Supporting children's speaking skills is one of 

the most important things you can do. 

• We limit computer and tablet time to ensure 

children develop their communication skills.

• Technology has a place in learning but just 

talking to your child and letting them speak 

is the best thing you can do to develop their 

speech. 

• Repeat words back correctly to children if 

they have difficulty pronouncing a word. 

• To extend vocabulary, add words to a 

sentence, e.g. a child says “red car”, you 

repeat back “big, red car”



Links to websites and activities and you can use to support 
your child's Communication and Language skills. 22

https://www.pacey.org.uk/Pacey/media/Website-

files/school%20ready/Happy-Talk.pdf

https://www.pacey.org.uk/Pacey/media/Website-

files/school%20ready/Listen-and-Learn.pdf

https://www.virtualspeechcenter.com/blog/214/20-listening-

games-and-activities-for-preschoolers

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h0Kp_J9kvNM

https://www.thelittlelearningtreepreschool.co.uk/news

https://www.pacey.org.uk/Pacey/media/Website-files/school%20ready/Happy-Talk.pdf
https://www.pacey.org.uk/Pacey/media/Website-files/school%20ready/Listen-and-Learn.pdf
https://www.virtualspeechcenter.com/blog/214/20-listening-games-and-activities-for-preschoolers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h0Kp_J9kvNM
https://www.thelittlelearningtreepreschool.co.uk/news



